
[bookmark: _1nt8fz3qdtk8][bookmark: _GoBack]
[bookmark: _mcazpoo43g3]Day 4: Growing with Patience
[bookmark: _9lmymp6q4j0]Read and Reflect: Philippians 1:6
[bookmark: _e5nlf3sk6q1x]Growth is often slow and unseen, but God is always at work.  Philippians 1:6 clearly states this.  Take some time to expand on each phrase Paul writes in this verse.
[bookmark: _jhrh0baakltu]Where do you feel impatient with your spiritual growth?
How does Jesus’s growth encourage your perseverance?

[bookmark: _2y3zq69w8oxg]
[bookmark: _p7z0tzrhbg18]Day 5: Living from God’s Favor
[bookmark: _56d9bb6w0fz7]Read and Reflect: Ephesians 1:3-6
[bookmark: _rv6zwbqjbzd2]God’s favor rested on Jesus before His public ministry–and through Christ, it rests on us.  From these verses, list the breadth of all God’s favor does for us in Christ.  
[bookmark: _uqhn4mag90i3]Do you live for God’s approval or from it?
How does God’s constant and consistent grace reshape your daily obedience?


As you journey through Luke this week and beyond, remember:

Turn to God who works in hidden ways.
Remember, what God is doing quietly today, He is preparing for glory tomorrow.
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THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD:
The Incredible Incarnation
Luke 2:39-40


SERMON NOTES
[bookmark: _f2uprvprekgj]The Incredible Incarnation: Four Truths from Jesus’ Hidden Years
1. Obedience – The Obedient Son under God’s Law (v. 39a)
Jesus was placed fully under God’s Law from the beginning.
He did not merely teach righteousness; He lived it for us.
His obedience humbles us and comforts us.
· Our salvation rests not on our obedience, but on Christ’s.
2. Obscurity – The Humble Savior in an Ordinary Place (v. 39b)
Jesus grew up in Nazareth, an unimpressive, overlooked town.
God often works most deeply in hidden and ordinary ways.
Obscurity is not the opposite of significance.
· Fruit grows in the darkness of the soil, before it appears in the light.
3. Growth – The Fully Human Savior Who Grows (v. 40a)
Jesus truly grew in wisdom and strength.
Growth is slow, ordinary, and often unnoticed—but real.
God is not discouraged by process.
· If Jesus grew, we should not despair over gradual growth.
4. Favor – The Beloved Son Living Under God’s Delight (v. 40b)
God’s favor rested on Jesus before public ministry or achievement.
Favor flows from relationship, not performance.
Through Christ, believers are welcomed into this same grace.
· We do not live for God’s favor—we live from it.
[bookmark: _odsxpc425e9]Trusting God Who Works in Hidden Ways
God’s preceding grace draws sinners to Christ before faith.
God’s sanctifying grace shapes believers after faith.
What is hidden from us is never hidden from God.
WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
[bookmark: _veoygxr6fwtm]
[bookmark: _yn04pu4hu8x1]Day 1: Seeing What Truly Matters
[bookmark: _s4934ynyii58]Read and Reflect: Luke 2:39-40
[bookmark: _vaxgi5l0zrx6]Luke gives only two verses to describe nearly thirty years of Jesus’ life.  Why might God consider these quiet years essential rather than insignificant?
What captures most of your attention each day?
Where might God be inviting you to slow down and look more closely?

[bookmark: _rntnu8j9e9b8]Day 2: Resting in Christ’s Obedience
[bookmark: _fpoah9vatvln]Read and Reflect: Romans 5:18-19
[bookmark: _srjaakvgvar0]Jesus obeyed perfectly where we do not.  His righteousness is credited to us by faith.
[bookmark: _ufns13isbzeb]Where are you tempted to trust your own performance?
How does Christ’s obedience free you from self-reliance?
[bookmark: _7fhnbkl23acg]Day 3: Faithfulness in Obscurity
[bookmark: _xxx0mfwm1ub2]Read and Reflect: Colossians 3:23-24
[bookmark: _jcnrq0p5npk5]Jesus lived faithfully in Nazareth, far from attention or acclaim.  How does Colossians 3:23-24 challenge and call us to live as Jesus did?
Where has God placed you to live faithfully without recognition?
How might God be working through your simple obedience in ordinary moments?
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