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HERE COMES THE SON:
Protection of the Savior

Matthew 2:1-23
Efforts to Protect

As the wildfires burn in Southern California, there are 
countless examples of people desperately trying to protect 
their homes and property.  Whether hosing down their 
home, pulling brush away from structures, or packing up 
as many possessions as possible, frantic efforts to protect 
are everywhere.

As a child, I remember when my dad tried  to protect 
my mom and me.   We were traveling back from the 
airport on a dark winter night.  Suddenly we hit a patch of 
ice on the highway, and my grandfather who was driving, 
did everything he could to control the car as it spun and 
slipped on the black ice.  In that moment, all I remember 
is my dad throwing my mom over me as he threw himself 
over her…all in an effort to protect us when we crashed.
Innate Longing for Protection

To protect and preserve, whether ourselves, others, or 
what we have, is an innate longing we all have.  And this 
isn’t just unique to us modern folks.  God’s ancient people 
expressed their need for and gratefulness over God’s 
protective care.  This theme repeats all throughout the 
Psalms.  Consider just a few examples:

Psalm 46:1
God is our refuge and strength,
    an ever-present help in trouble.
Psalm 27:1
The Lord is my light and my salvation—
    whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—
    of whom shall I be afraid?
Psalm 121:1-2
I lift up my eyes to the mountains—
    where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
    the Maker of heaven and earth.

Weekly Announcements
● The Digging Deeper study meets Monday at 10 AM.
● There is a home Dartball match on Monday at 7:30 

PM verses St. Matthews Methodist Church.
● The Women’s Circle is not meeting this month.  Their 

next gathering will be on Tuesday, Feb. 11.
● A Congregational Meeting will take place after 

worship on January 19 for the election of new church 
officers.

● The Fun Lunch Bunch will gather on Sunday, January 
19 after worship at Sichuan Garden Chinese 
Restaurant.

To provide flowers for worship, please sign up on the 
Worship bulletin board or contact Sherry.

Stewardship
If you would like to make a pledge/faith commitment, 

please place your pledge card in the worship offering or 
you can leave it with Sherry Pritts in the church office.

Your ministry support is a valuable means by which 
God is reaching, teaching, & growing followers of Jesus 
Christ.  As always, we are thankful for God’s faithfulness 
and your financial partnership.

Greeter Ministry
Please look for a warm, welcoming friend to meet & 

greet you on Sunday mornings. In addition, the greeter 
will lock all the church doors by 10:45 AM, except for the 
glass doors to the Narthex.

We hope everyone will take a turn being this warm, 
welcoming presence.  To serve as a Sunday morning 
greeter, please add your name to the sign up sheet in 
the Narthex.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



Thanks and Praise
Birthdays: Brittney Maslowski (1/6)
Anniversaries: Jack & Candy Wheat (1/16)

Needs and Concerns
Those who are grieving…

Those needing help/healing…
Theo (Steve Edward’s grand-nephew) heart transplant
Susan Bauer - healing
Harvey (the Miller’s grandson)
David Blandford (relative of Preschool teacher) 

appendix cancer
Jennifer (daughter of Dawson’s friend)
Bill Curly (husband of preschool teacher)
Craig Garrison (friend of Schroeder’s)
Greta Bemisderfer
Barbara Cooke
Janet Husband
Sandy Koukola
Jean Paulmann
Carol Redd
Ghyll Simoneschi
Candy Wheat
Landon (great nephew to Betty Muse)
Mike McCoy (friend of Jewell’s)
Eddie Barker (Janet Husband’s cousin)
Ashley (the Husband’s grand daughter)
Monica (the Bloor-Brandt’s neighbor)
Harvey (Miller’s great grandson) 
Tracy (Miller’s daughter) 
Josh Jones (Jane Kurfees nephew)
Robert (Lois Bringhurst’s brother)
Spencer Hardin (Sheryl Yoffe’s friend)
Spike Frederick (Andy’s friend)
Donna Primm (Andy’s friend)
Toka (Sherry Pritts’ friend)

Situations and Circumstances…
The mission and ministry of TPC
The California wildfires
Relief efforts after Hurricanes Helene & Milton
The war on Israel & in Ukraine
The violence/brokenness of our city and the world
Students, teachers, school staff
TPC Preschool students, teachers, and staff
Medical caregivers, police, elected officials
The many ministries of TPC (Burrito Riders, Faith & Art 

Center, OCC, Sew ‘n Sews, EACM, Maryhurst, Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes)

Prayer Joys & ConcernsProtection of the Savior
God’s Intervening Instruction (v. 1-12)
Divine revelation to wise men
Anxious concern of Herod
Prophetic fulfillment — v. 6

Joseph’s Trusting Obedience (v. 13-15)
God’s warning
Joseph’s obedience
Prophetic fulfillment — v. 13

God’s Intervening Action (v. 16-23)
Satanic genocide
Spirit-led guidance
Prophetic fulfillment — v. 18, 23

Trusting God’s Protective Care
Just as God faithfully protected and preserved the Lord 

Jesus Christ in fulfillment of the plans and purposes for 
His life, so too will God work in our lives. Here are four 
important approaches we can make use of to rest in God’s 
unfailing care: 
1. A life hidden with Christ in God — Col. 3:1-4

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 
your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your 
life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, 
who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.

2. Immerse yourself in God’s Word – Col. 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching 
and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.

3. Act on God’s instructions – John 14:15
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”

4. Rest in God’s sovereignty — Romans 8:35-39
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.



Weekly Reminders
Consider joining one of the classes and/or small groups once this important ministry of Christian 
Education resumes in the Fall:

● Koinonia Class led by Rev. Bob Williams-Neal at 9:30 AM.
● Women’s Sunday School Class at 9:30 AM (please contact Cathy Dawson, Lucie 

Fulmore, or Lois Bringhurst for more information)
● Youth Sunday School Class for middle school and high school students, as well as a 

Sprouts class for ages 5 thru 4th grade..  For more information, please contact Rebecca 
Perry.

● Digging Deeper meets on Monday mornings at 10 AM.

If you’re unable to worship with us in person, join us via Livestream on Sundays at 10 AM.  Our 
online worship bulletin is posted here.

If you have a need, a prayer request, or have information you would like to share with the rest of 
the Trinity family, please contact Pastor Steve, Sherry Pritts (Church Secretary), Andy Cannava 
(Clerk of the Session), Brenda Miller (Chair of the Deacons), or your mini-flock shepherd.  Please 
click here for the updated mini-flock list.

To view our 2024 Leadership & Committees list, please click here. 

If you would like to make an online gift and/or donation to support the mission and ministry of 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, please click here.

As our many college students have returned to campus, let’s be sure to remember 
them in our prayers, and even keep in touch with them through cards, letters, and care 

packages.

If you notice a college student who is missing from our list or whose information is 
incorrect, please let us know so we can update our list. 

College Students Addresses
Garret Bushue
650 Woodland Ave.
407 Ball Hall
Lexington, KY  40526

Maggie Jewell
Campbellsville University
1 University Drive # 681
Campbellsville, KY  42718

Devon Williams-Neal
300 N. Broad Street
Lexington, KY  40508

Ali Elder
1909 Creason Street
Bowling Green, KY  42101

Andrew Schroeder
344 S. Martin Luther King Blvd
Room 828 Jewell Hall
University of Kentucky
Lexington, KY  40526-0095

Natalie Hayden
Bowdoin College
898 Smith Union
Brunswick, ME  04011

James Schroeder
Centre College
600 West Walnut Street
Danville, KY  40422
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