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FAITH THAT WORKS:
Pursuing the Heavenly Prize

James 5:7-12
Three Threats Faced by Followers of Christ

Suffering, hardship, and persecution.
Disunity in the body of Christ.
The lure of worldliness.

The Encouragement of James
To be a follower of Christ means to be at odds with the 

world. Perhaps you already know this and have 
experienced this.  The world is alluring as it seeks to draw 
us back into our old ways.  The world is antagonistic 
toward those who resist its allure, treating such devoted 
followers of Christ with disdain at best and outright 
violence at worst.  In the face of such friendships with 
God’s Kingdom and unfriendship with the world, James 
seeks to encourage us to remain faithful to God.

The Main Point of James
Remember, James wrote to scattered saints, to elect 

exiles, to Christians who had been displaced from their 
homes and communities because of their commitment to 
Christ.

The main point of James might be stated this way: to 
live a radically Christ-centered life, where we seek and 
savor the glory of God in all things.

How do we do this?  First, continue to look to Christ 
(v. 1:1).  Second, patiently persist in persevering in Christ 
(v. 5:7-12).  Third, look to Christ and persevere in Christ 
prayerfully (v. 5:13-20).

 In this message, we will focus on patiently persisting 
in persevering in Christ.

Weekly Announcements
● The start time for our Sunday worship service 

throughout the Summer is now 10 AM. All Sunday 
School classes have also decided to take a break 
during the Summer.

● The Deacon’s Lemonade stand is open throughout 
the Summer immediately following worship.

● The Digging Deeper study will not meets this week.
● The Worship Committee will meet via Zoom on 

Monday at 7 PM.

To provide flowers for worship, please sign up on the 
Worship bulletin board or contact Sherry.

Please know that your ministry support is a valuable 
means by which God is reaching, teaching, & growing 
followers of Jesus Christ.  As always, we are thankful for 
God’s faithfulness and your financial partnership.

Mission Opportunities
Burrito making kits are available.

Donations are being received for this year’s Operation 
Christmas Child initiative.

Upcoming Events
Checkout the unique garden gloves, on display in the 

Parlor and available for purchase, made by our talented 
Sew ‘n Sews group.

TPC will be hosting a Back to School Bash on 
Saturday, August 3.  Check out the flyer in further ahead 
in this weekly newsletter.

Greeter Ministry
Please look for a warm, welcoming friend to meet & 

greet you on Sunday mornings. In addition, the greeter 
will lock all the church doors by 10:15 AM, except for the 
glass doors to the Narthex.

We hope everyone will take a turn being this warm, 
welcoming presence.  To serve as a Sunday morning 
greeter, please add your name to the sign up sheet in 
the Narthex.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



Thanks and Praise
Birthdays: Elizabeth Bodine (7/7), Jennifer Petty (7/8), 
C.R. Redcorn (7/9), Irv Ottman (7/10), Diane Jewell 
(7/11)
Anniversaries: Brian & Heather Wallace (7/11)

Needs and Concerns
Those who are grieving…

The family and friends of Joe Pender (Jerry Pender’s 
brother)
The family and friends of Pat Cropper (Cathy 
Dawson’s brother)

Those needing help/healing…
Janet Husband - healing
Belinda Phelps
Sandra Hollensead
Ellen (Kay Nolan’s cousin)
Mike McCoy - healing
Eddie Barker (Janet Husband’s cousin) - healing
Jamie King (Lois Bringhurst’s nephew) - healing
Carol Redd
Greta Bemisderfer
Ghyll Simoneschi 
Susan Bauer
Jean Paulmann
Ashley (the Husband’s grand daughter)
Gwen Tomblin
Monica (the Bloor-Brandt’s neighbor)
Steve Conn
Sandy Koukola
Rev. Bob & Rev. Camille Williams-Neal
Harvey (Miller’s great grandson) 
Tracy (Miller’s daughter) 
Jane Kurfees
Josh Jones (Jane Kurfees nephew)
Robert (Lois Bringhurst’s brother)
Spencer Hardin (Sheryl Yoffe’s friend)
Spike Frederick (Andy’s friend)
Donna Primm (Andy’s friend)
Toka (Sherry Pritts’ friend)

Situations and Circumstances…
Those in the path of Hurricane Beryl
The mission and ministry of TPC
The war on Israel
Persistent societal violence
Volatile political tensions
Economic concerns
The violence/brokenness of our city and the world
Students, teachers, staff during Summer break
Medical caregivers, police, elected officials
The many ministries of TPC (Burrito Riders, Faith & Art 

Center, OCC, Sew ‘n Sews, EACM, Maryhurst, Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes)

Prayer Joys & ConcernsFAITH THAT WORKS: Pursuing the Heavenly Prize
Instruction (v. 7a)
Patience is the act of enduring hardships or suffering 

by continuing to trust God and honor God with our 
attitude and actions.

James urges us to remain patient until Christ returns, at 
which time God’s people will no longer have to endure 
hardships or suffering.

To drive home the importance of patiently enduring, 
James draws upon three clear and familiar illustrations.

Illustrations (v. 7b-11)
The Farmer - v. 7b-9
Farmers concentrate on the few factors they have 

control over while planting, tending, and harvesting.  
Aside from these few factors, they actively trust and rely 
upon God, patiently enduring and persevering through 
conditions beyond their control.

The Prophets - v. 10
The Old Testament prophets were commended, not for 

their edgy and stubborn confrontation of the wicked, but 
for their relentless faithfulness to God’s message and 
work.  Again, they recognized the limited power they had 
change the mind, heart, or behavior of those who heard 
God’s word.  Similarly, at risk to their own earthly safety 
and wellbeing, they actively trusted and relied upon God, 
patiently enduring and persevering through conditions 
beyond their control.

The Life of Job - v. 11
That brings us to Job, the most obvious and well 

known example of one who patiently endured hardships.  
For all Job suffered, which was the lost of family, wealth, 
health, and the creature comforts of this life, God had one 
goal in view: to draw Job into deep and personal 
relationship of trust in and dependence on God.  Job 
admitted as much when he said this in Job 42:5-6…

“My ears had heard of you
   but now my eyes have seen you.
Therefore I despise myself
   and repent in dust and ashes.”

The fruit of Job’s patient endurance of hardship and 
suffering was not increased information about God, but 
deeper intimacy with God.  That’s God’s target at which 
God aims for our life, too.

Implication (v. 12)
The practical and lived implication of our deep trust in 

and dependence on God is to live clear, consistent, and 
consecrated lives where our word is more valuable than 
gold.  A simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to others is enough.
Live with Determined Devotion

Read and reflect on Philippians 3:7-14.





Operation Christmas Child Packing Party!!!
It is almost time for our annual OCC packing party to begin!  The packing 

party kickoff will follow the 10:00 worship service on Sunday July 14th. We will 
head down to the fellowship hall for a group photo and a blessing over all of 
the packing supplies as well as a few quick instructions for packing boxes.

The Deacon’s Lemonade stand will be located in the fellowship hall that 
morning so we can enjoy some yummy refreshments, one another’s company 
and even pack a few boxes!!!! 

The Fellowship Hall will be set up for packing opportunities until approval 
August 1st. You are welcome and encouraged to stop by and pack boxes 
anytime!  

SAVE THE DATE for a Mission opportunity!!!
Join the fun for a Pizza Packing Party on Wednesday July 17th starting at 

5:00!!!  Come pack OCC shoe boxes and enjoy pizza and dessert while being 
the hands and feet of Jesus!  You will be packing “gospel opportunity” shoe 
boxes to be sent to those who do not yet know the hope of salvation that 
comes from knowing Jesus.

We will get started at 5:00, but feel free to join us as you can that evening.  
There is a sign up sheet on the fellowship bulletin board in the hallway. Please 
sign up so we know how much pizza to get.  Bring friends and family and don’t 
miss this opportunity!

The mission of Operation Christmas Child
is to provide God’s love in a tangible way

to children in need around the world,
and together with the local church worldwide,

to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.





Weekly Reminders
While Sunday School is taking a break during the Summer, consider joining one of the classes 
and/or small groups once this important ministry of Christian Education resumes in the Fall:

● Koinonia Class led by Rev. Bob Williams-Neal at 9:45 AM.
● Women’s Sunday School Class at 9:45 AM (please contact Cathy Dawson, Lucie 

Fulmore, or Lois Bringhurst for more information)
● Youth Sunday School Class for middle school and high school students at 10 AM (please 

contact Rebecca Perry for more information).
● Sprouts Sunday School Class for ages 5 thru 4th grade at 9:45 AM (please contact Diane 

Jewell for more information).
● Digging Deeper meets on Monday mornings at 10 AM.

If you’re unable to worship with us in person, join us via Livestream on Sundays at 10 AM.  Our 
online worship bulletin is posted here.

If you have a need, a prayer request, or have information you would like to share with the rest of 
the Trinity family, please contact Pastor Steve, Sherry Pritts (Church Secretary), Andy Cannava 
(Clerk of the Session), Brenda Miller (Chair of the Deacons), or your mini-flock shepherd.  Please 
click here for the updated mini-flock list.

To view our 2024 Leadership & Committees list, please click here. 

If you would like to make an online gift and/or donation to support the mission and ministry of 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, please click here.

While most of our college students are home for the Summer, please 
continue to pray for them.

We will share updated contact information when it becomes available.

College Students Addresses
Garrett Bushue Maggie Jewell
650 Woodland Ave. Campbellsville University
407 Ball Hall 1 University Drive
Lexington, KY  40526 # 681

Campbellsville, KY  42718
Ali Elder
1909 Creason Street Devon Williams-Neal
Bowling Green, KY  42101 300 N. Broad Street

Lexington, KY  40508
Natalie Hayden
Bowdoin College
898 Smith Union
Brunswick, ME  04011
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